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August 20, 2020 
 
The Honourable Chrystia Freeland 
Minister of Finance, 
90 Elgin Street, 
Ottawa, Ontario 
K1A 0G5 
 
Dear Minister Freeland, 
 
On behalf of the 1,150 member companies of the Heating, Refrigeration and Air-conditioning 
Institute of Canada (HRAI) and the over 50,000 people working in our industry, I would like to 
personally congratulate you on your appointment as Canada’s Minister of Finance. 
 
Though not well-known and generally under-appreciated by Canadians, the HVACR sector leads in 
the delivery of clean technology in Canada’s built environment, both in residential comfort systems 
and in industrial and commercial applications of space heating, cooling and refrigeration 
technologies. 
 
Canada’s commercial and residential buildings account for approximately 17% of greenhouse gas 
emissions in our country.  Our industry knows that, in the years ahead, strategic investments in the 
built environment will play a vital role in helping Canada meet its climate objectives.  Retrofitting 
Canadian homes and buildings will not only reduce energy consumption and carbon emissions but, 
at a time when the Canadian economy needs it, will also stimulate business growth and the 
creation of meaningful job opportunities for young people intent on making a difference.  In the 
new world brought about by the COVID-19 pandemic, moreover, there is a renewed focus on 
making the indoor environments in which we live, work, learn, socialize and play healthier and 
safer through targeted investments in key HVAC technologies.  
 
There is much work to be done.  HRAI and its members are prepared to collaborate with the federal 
and provincial/territorial governments across Canada to meet these important social, economic 
and environmental policy priorities.  We look forward to continuing to work with you and the 
Department of Finance in meeting these important challenges. 
 
Yours sincerely,  
 
 
Sandy MacLeod 
President & CEO 
 
cc Dennis Kozina, Chair 
 Martin Luymes, Vice President, Government and Stakeholder Relations 


