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What to expect from a furnace inspection  (298 words)

(NC)—The old adage “if it isn’t broken, don’t fix it” should not apply when it comes to your household heating system. Like a car, your furnace is a running
machine that needs regular tune-ups to ensure its efficiency and longevity. You wouldn’t wait more than a year to give your car an oil change, so don’t wait
until your furnace breaks down to call for service.

A clean, well-adjusted heating system will save you money on fuel and will prolong furnace life. The cost of annual servicing is modest, especially when
compared with the price of a new furnace. 

There is some maintenance that homeowners can undertake themselves, such as the cleaning and replacing of filters. To ensure safe and efficient operation
of a heating system, however, homeowners should have their furnace inspected and cleaned annually by a qualified service technician.

Homeowners searching for a qualified heating contractor in their area can access a user-friendly website - www.hrai.ca or toll-free at 1-877-467-HRAI.
This site lists contractor members of the Heating, Refrigeration and Air Conditioning Contractors of Canada (HRAC), a national trade association.
Inspections performed by a licensed technician will include the following:

• Safety test for carbon monoxide (CO)
• Check for hazardous debris in the chimney and flue
• Clean air filters and re-install
• Check operation of thermostat and safety controls
• Check gas pilot safety system and clean as required
• Clean motor and fan
• Check blower operation
• Check condition, tension and alignment of fan belt, and perform required adjustments
• Clean burners and set for proper combustion & ignition
• Check gas piping to furnace.
Investing in the proper maintenance of a home heating system is essential to ensure that it provides reliable and efficient indoor comfort when the outdoor

temperature drops. - News Canada

Choose a contractor after careful consideration  (316 words)

(NC)—While homeowners willingly choose to undertake many kinds of home renovations, installation and/or repair of heating, ventilation, air conditioning
and refrigeration equipment is usually considered an exceptional measure. The purchase of a furnace, air conditioner or ventilation system is a major
investment and because of its importance in your daily life, it deserves careful consideration. 

When making such as investment, probably the most important decision to be made is about the company that will install and service the equipment. To maximize
your comfort, safety and peace of mind, be sure to deal only with qualified, professional contractors.

Most provinces require the hiring of a licensed or qualified HVACR tradesman to perform the work because of the safety concerns and consequences
involved. However, homeowners frequently do not distinguish among contractors on anything other than price. You should be aware, however, that the
lowest price is not always the best value.

There are some obvious red flags to look for when shopping for a contractor:
• Reputable contractors will not quote prices over the phone without seeing the job.
• Reputable contractors will not request large cash advances prior to the delivery of any equipment or materials.
• Reputable contractor will readily provide a full business address as well as a telephone number where the company can be reached. Reputable contractors

will be happy to give you the names and addresses of customers they’ve done work for in your area. You may wish to contact the Better Business Bureau,
which maintains records of consumer complaints about its members. You should also ask whether the contractor is a member of the Heating, Refrigeration
and Air Conditioning Contractors of Canada (HRAC-Canada).

HRAC, a division of HRAI, requires its members to carry relevant trade, fuel safety and municipal licenses as well as workers’ compensation and liability
insurance. They also list their members in good standing on a consumer website: www.hrai.ca. - News Canada

Find comfort in these home-heating tips  (170 words)

(NC)—Whether you heat your home with oil, natural gas, or electricity, homeowners
will find comfort in these tips to help you save money and stay warm this winter.
• Conduct an energy audit of your home to help assess the efficiency of your current heating system.
• Wrap your hot water heater in an insulating jacket.
• Clean or replace filters on forced-air furnaces.
• Schedule an annual tune-up for your boiler, furnace or heat pump to ensure that your heating equipment is operating at peak efficiency. You can locate a

qualified, certified, licensed and insured heating contractor online at www.hrai.ca. or toll-free at 1-877-467-HRAI.
• Install a programmable thermostat that will automatically lower the temperature when you are away from the home or at nighttime.
• Close off heating vents in rooms that are not regularly occupied. When replacing your home heating system, consider a high-efficiency model. It may

cost more to buy than other models, however their lower operating costs may save you money in the long run. - News Canada

Good prepping leads to less work  (217 words)

(NC)—Here are a few tips from the Benjamin Moore experts to help ensure that the careful clean up and preparation of your exterior surfaces will lead to
paint adhering better and lasting longer. 
• Examine all the areas that require painting and scrape off old paint that is peeling or bubbled. Sand the area lightly to encourage adhesion.
• If there is mildew on the surface, remove it by wiping first, then by scrubbing with 1:3 mixture of bleach and water. If there’s a lot of it, renting a power
washer may be a good idea. 
• If you find cracks or holes in the surface, fill them with exterior grade spackle or paintable caulk. Seal knots in new wood with shellac and, when dry, sand
lightly to improve adhesion. Remove rust from metal with a wire brush. 
• Around the windows and doorframes, remove loose putty or sealant and replace with a paintable product. 
• Keep an eye on the weather. Using Aura Exterior, the temperature should be no lower that 5C. A sunny day around 21C with moderate humidity is ideal.
You can paint on hotter days, but work only in the shade as surfaces in direct sun can became so hot that the paint won’t adhere. 

More information is available online at www.benjaminmoore.ca. - News Canada
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Achieving energy efficiency through “right sizing” (318 words)

(NC)—If your home heating system is more than 15 years old, this fall is a great time to consider upgrading your equipment to more energy efficient
models, all the more because of the large number of government, utility and manufacturer incentive programs in effect.

If you do make the decision to replace your heating and/or cooling system, be sure to insist that the installing contractor “sizes” the system properly. To determine
the correct heating or cooling capacity of your system, a contractor should perform a “heat loss and heat gain calculation”. This calculation relies on an assessment
of the size and age of the home, insulation levels of walls and attic, the type and number of windows, air infiltration, and other factors that influence the rate
at which your home loses heat. It also ensures that the duct system, both supply and return, is sufficient to support the equipment chosen, thereby
maximizing energy savings.

“Right-sizing” of replacement equipment is one of the most commonly overlooked methods for ensuring that you get the most from your system. Properly
size equipment performs more effectively and more efficiently and provides optimal comfort and energy efficiency benefits. If your contractor refuses to do
one, talk to someone else.

Over-sizing equipment can result in increased fuel consumption and higher operating costs, potential premature parts failure, higher noise levels, and
reduced comfort (hot or cold spots within the home). On the other hand, under sizing can also result in higher operational costs, particularly with today’s
sophisticated models. The units will be working at full capacity most of the time, which can lead to premature breakdowns and, more generally, reduced
comfort levels.

Always get two or three quotes when considering purchasing new HVACR equipment, and make sure the contractor includes the cost of performing a heat
loss/heat gain calculation. You can find a qualified contractor by calling HRAI at 1-866-467-HRAI. - News Canada

Add some green – plant a tree  (451 words + 1 photo)

(NC)—Fall is a good time to plant a tree. Make it a fun family project by following these easy steps.
Trees are an important part of our lives, providing cool shade during hot summer days and helping to remove harmful

greenhouse gases from the environment. They also look beautiful. Fall’s cooler temperatures and plentiful rainfall makes
it a good time to plant a tree. Here’s how.
1. Choose a Tree

Whether deciduous or evergreen, choose a tree just like Goldilocks picked the right bed – not too small and not too big;
the mature size should be just right for your backyard. Red maples are suitable for large suburban properties while amur
maples fit nicely into a city site. The right amount of light is important too. Some prefer full sun, such as beech and
mulberry and others tolerate some shade – redbuds and hemlocks, for example. 
2. Dig In

The planting hole needs to be the right size too. It should be as deep as the pot your tree comes in from the nursery and twice as wide to allow the roots to
spread outward. In heavy clay, scrape the sides of the hole to loosen the soil. This makes it easier for the roots to grow into the surrounding ground. Fill the
hole with water, right up to the rim, and allow it to drain.
3. Get Rooted

Remove the sapling from its container and gently but firmly tease out the roots. These feed the tree, so it’s important to encourage these fibrous “feelers” to
spread out into the hole, especially if they’ve circled around in the pot, so the roots can find the nutrients they need for healthy growth. 
4. Tuck it In

Place the tree into the hole, making sure it sits at the same height as it did in the pot – not too deep and not too high – just at ground level. Fill in the hole
around the root ball with soil, firming it with your hands as you go to eliminate air pockets, which can cause the soil to sink. Lay a mulch of shredded cedar
or other organic material around the base of the tree, about eight centimetres deep and as far out as the branches grow. Scoop the centre of the mulch away
from the trunk, using it to make a “donut” around the tree, which acts as a reservoir. Make sure your new tree receives at least 2.5 centimetres of water
weekly, from now until the ground freezes, either from rainfall or a sprinkler. 
5. Call it Your Own

Make your tree part of the family. Give it a name – Maggie Magnolia or Charlie the Horsechestnut – and watch it grow. - News Canada

Create a contemporary, minimalist kitchen  (281 words + 1 photo)

(NC)—The move towards contemporary design is one of the hottest trends today. A minimalist space is characterized by
a focus on essential shapes, materials and surfaces, and this approach to design can make a dramatic statement in the kitchen.
• If you are starting from scratch, design cabinets to hold all your small appliances, so the countertops remain clutter-
free. If you are looking to simply revamp your current space to make it more contemporary, keep track of what utensils
and small appliances you use for one week. At the end of the week, anything that wasn’t touched should be stored, while
those items that were reached for often should be placed where they can be easily accessed. 
• Update appliances to a modern stainless or black finish for a crisp, clean look.
• For a quick fix, replace the hardware on cupboard doors with a clean-lined, simple handle. Look for either a brushed stainless
steel or nickel finish to complete the look.
• When considering lighting, warm and simple is best. Avoid highly decorative chandeliers and look for something with a clean shape and finish.
• Keep the space looking neat and coordinated with matching faucets. Hansgrohe’s new contemporary collection, Talis S, features a pull-down faucet, a prep
faucet for the bar or island as well as a potfiller for near the stove. This offering features modern styling and maximum functionality, and provides a
structured look and feel. 
• When choosing a colour scheme, keep it simple with one or two shades of neutral. For a bold statement, add a bright accent colour, such as red, in small
doses throughout the space.

More information is available online at hansgrohe-usa.com. - News Canada
Photo caption: A coordinated faucet suite helps achieve a minimalist look.




